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Course Description 
Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the acquisition of 
practical and investigational skills. It is often called the central science, as chemical principles 
provide a foundation for both the physical environment in which we live and all biological 
systems. Apart from being a subject worthy of study in its own right, chemistry is a prerequisite 
for many other courses in higher education, such as medicine, biological science and 
environmental science, and serves as useful preparation for employment. 
 
This class is taught as a college-preparatory class.  Students taking chemistry should have 
demonstrated average or above average abilities in science and math classes with grades of 
“C” or above in any algebra and science courses. 

 

Course Objectives 
Students in the course will be expected to: 
 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of and apply: 

a. facts, concepts, and terminology 
b. methodologies and techniques 
c. communicating scientific information. 

Formulate, analyze and evaluate: 
a. hypotheses, research questions and predictions 
b. methodologies, techniques, data, and scientific explanations 

Demonstrate the appropriate research, experimental, and personal skills necessary to carry out 
insightful and ethical investigations. 

 

Course Units 
Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

-Measurement, Data, 
and Analysis 
-Atomic Structure 
-Periodicity 
 

-Chemical Bonding 
-Organic Chemistry 

-Stoichiometric 
Relationships 
-Behavior of Gases 
-Kinetics and 
Thermochemistry 
 

-Equilibrium 
-Redox 
-Acids and Bases 
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Materials 
You will need to bring the following materials to class every day: 

● Basic Scientific Calculator (every day)  
● 3 Ring binder - for handouts, returned assignments, and additional readings. 
● Composition or spiral notebook - notes and lab work 
● Paper 
● Pens & pencils 
● Laptop computer 

Our textbook is a class set of Modern Chemistry.  Do not write in the textbook.  Student will be 
responsible for damages. 

 

Skyward Grading 
Score Method Term Grades 

(MHS Policy) 
Grading Scale 
(MHS Policy) 

Weighted Grade Scoring 
20% Classwork Assessment 
30% Laboratory  
50% Summative Assessment 

Fall 
Quarter 1=40% 
Quarter 2=40% 
End of Course Assessment=20% 
 
Spring 
Quarter 3=40% 
Quarter 4=40% 
End of Course Assessment=20% 

A=90%-100% 
B=80%-89% 
C=70%-79% 
D=60%-69% 
F=Below 60% 

 
 

Make-Up Work (MHS Policy) 
Papers, assignments, tests, etc. that were announced while the student was in attendance prior 
to the absence are due to be submitted or completed on the day the student returns to school. A 
student will be allowed two (2) school days for each day of excused absence to make up 
material presented during the absence. Make-up time is not to exceed ten (10) days from the 
time a student returns to school after an absence. Additional time may be granted at the 
principal's discretion under extenuating circumstances. When a student has been absent for 
three (3) or more consecutive school days due to illness or excused absence the parent or 
student may call the Attendance Office to request make-up homework be sent to the office for 
pick-up. Please allow 24 hours for teachers to respond before coming to the office to pick up 
work. In the case of pre-arranged absences, it is the responsibility of the student to 
contact individual teachers for any make-up work prior to the absence.  

 

Classroom Rules and Procedures 
Students will be expected to observe classroom rules: 
 
Be Safe. 

● Listen to and follow instructions in lab activities 
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● Follow safety procedures and be alert to undsafe conditions. 
● Never have food or drink in the lab 

Be Respectful 
● Cooperate with the teacher at all times 
● Assist classmates with learning 
● Take care of our space 

Be responsible. 
● Develop your organization  
● Get help as soon as you struggle 

Be Prepared 
● Bring materials to class ready to work 
● Develop effective study habits 

Be on Task 
● Avoid distracting others 
● Self advocate when others are bothering you  

 

Discipline 
1. Warning: (ex: teacher look, teacher standing next to you, teacher asking you to refrain 

from whatever action is disrupting the learning environment) 
2. Redirection Conversation: “What are you doing….  What are you suppose to be 

doing…  What is a consequence if you continue doing…. 
3. Reflection Work: Student will be asked to fill out a reflection sheet and talk with me 

after class or at lunch regarding behaviors that are disrupting the learning environment 
so that we can understand the root of the problem and come up with a mutual agreed 
upon solution. 

4. Parent Call 
5. Administration and/or Counselor Notification  

 

Academic Integrity (MHS Policy) 
All work submitted by a student must represent his/her own ideas, concepts, and current 
understanding. All material found during research must be correctly documented/cited to avoid 
plagiarism.  Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing on course assignments or exams will 
lose credit for that assignment or exam. The teacher will notify parents. Students may be 
subject to disciplinary action, including a parent conference. 

 

Other Information 
It is up to you to get things done! 
Throughout this course the responsibility will be put on you, the student, to take charge 
of your own practice and learning.  It is up to you to make the most of the course – to 
prepare yourself for the exams, to complete the lab work and to enjoy yourself as you 
learn chemistry, the central science. 
 
Getting Help in Chemistry 
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Chemistry concepts build off of prior knowledge from the class.  Therefore it is very important 
that you don’t allow yourself to fall behind.  Chemistry concepts can be challenging.  However, 
there are many resources to assist you be successful.  If you are struggling get help.  See me to 
make arrangements for additional help.  I want to see you be successful in chemistry. 
 
Lab Rules for Chemistry Students 

● Wear appropriate attire for safe work in the lab (closed toe shoes, apron, goggles, 
gloves, etc.) Long hair tied back 

● Eating, drinking, and chewing gum are forbidden. 
● Come prepared will all notes and materials. 
● Although you may be allowed to complete labs on your own time, it is essential that a 

member of the MHS Staff is with you at all times. 
● All materials and equipment must be cleaned up safely and tidily. 
● All breakages must be reported immediately.  They may need to be paid for. 
● Gas, Fans, and Lights must be turned off before you leave lab. 

  
Safety, Safety, Safety!!   Safety in the lab and in the field is our number one, most important 
thing we will do here.  The lab is a fun place to be, but the fun stops if someone gets hurt, 
especially if it’s you! To participate in lab you will be required to read and sign a lab safety 
contract.  Please have these signed by next class or you may miss lab activities. 
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